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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 03 April 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 18-23, 25-30 and 33- 
39 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. The examiner has modified the secondary art in favor of new art. Therefore, the original 
art rejections are withdrawn for this action. 

4. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 
Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

5. In response to applicant's argument that Slocum and Bansal do not expressly disclose 
certain features already shown to be disclosed by Emens, i.e. connecting to the imaged target, the 
test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary reference may be bodily 
incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must 
be expressly suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined 
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teachings of the references would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

8. Claims 18-22 recite the limitation "said application means" in lines 3-4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. None of the claims 18-22, nor claim 
3, recite and describe an application means. 

9. Claims 21 and 36 recite the limitation "the video recording appointment information 
input at said user terminal" in lines 2-3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. Claims 3 and 23 do not recite a video recording appointment information, nor the 
inputting of such information. 

10. Claim 38 recites the limitation "said application means transmits the video recording 
appointment information input at said user terminal to a target" in lines 11-12. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 1, 3, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 18, 19 - 21, 23, 25-30, 33, 34, and 36 - 39 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Emens et al. (6,463,343) in view of Kerchner 
(6,559,882). 

13. For claim 1, Emens teaches a portable information processing terminal (abstract) adapted 
to be connected to one or more than one targets (col. 1, line 1 - col. 2, line 20) by way of a 
network (Fig. 1), said terminal comprising: 

a. An imaging means (Fig. 1, #1 16) for imaging visible identification information 
attached to the targets (col. 5, lines 55-65); 

b. An identification means (col. 5, lines 1-15) for identifying the targets on the basis 
of the identification information imaged by said imaging means (col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, 
line 15); 

c. A connection means (Fig. 3, #302) for automatically identifying a connection path 
(Fig. 3, #326) and establishing connection (Fig. 3, #322) between itself (Fig. 1, #104) and 
the targets identified by said identification means (Fig. 1, #120); 

d. An image display means (Fig. 2c) for displaying the images of the targets (col. 5, 
lines 15-45); and 

e. Said image display means displays status (Fig. 2F) of connection to the one or 
more than one targets (col. 6, lines 15-45). 

14. For claims 3 and 23, Emens teaches (abstract) an information input/output method and 
system (col. 1, line 1 - col. 2, line 20) comprising: 

a. A user terminal to be used by a user (Fig. 1 , #1 02); 
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b. One or more than one targets (Fig. 1, #120) connected to said user terminal (Fig. 
1, #104) in a format adapted to transfer of information and including visible identification 
information (col. 3, lines 30-50; col. 3, line 65 - col. 4, line 10); 

c. An identification means for an identifying the targets on the basis of the 
identification information imaged (Fig. 3, #306), the identification information being 
attached to the targets by an imaging means (col. 4, lines 15-60); and 

d. A connection means automatically identifying a connection path (Fig. 3, #326) for 
establishing connection between the user terminal and the targets identified by said 
identification means (col. 2, line 40 -col. 3, line 15); 

e. Said user terminal includes a display screen (Fig. 1, #108); and 

f. The images and status of connection to the one or more than one targets taken by 
said imaging means is displayed on said display screen (Fig. 2D and 2E). 

15. For claims 1,3, and 23, Emens does not expressly disclose identification means for 
automatically identifying the targets on the basis of the identification information imaged by said 
imaging means, nor the step of automatically identifying the targets, nor the step of establishing 
connection based on the imaged identification information. Kerchner teaches a method and 
system (abstract) of a kitchen appliance attached to a home network (col. 1, line 1 -col. 8, line 
35), wherein a camera images information attached to the target and interprets the information to 
determine control of the target (col. 21, lines 10-35), i.e. determining operation of a microwave 
by using a camera and infrared sensors to determine how well food inside the microwave is 
being cooked or defrosted. Further, Kerchner teaches the addition of a barcode reader (col. 19, 
lines 64-65), and while its express purpose is to allow the unit to reorder items, such information 
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could also be used to program a microwave when the item is inside, i.e. preselect times and 
power levels for popcorn (col. 6, lines 13-20). Such changes in operation are further 
automatically controlled by a remote PC, thus further indicating an establishing of connection, 
and therefore an inherent automatic identification of a connection path (col. 8, lines 1-5). At the 
time the invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have added Kerchner's 
imaging to Emens in order to save energy and to avoid human error such as overheating of items 
(col. 6, lines 25-50). 

16. For claims 8 and 25, Emens teaches that said user terminal is connected to said targets by 
way of a network (col. 3, lines 25-30), said targets have respective network addresses (col. 3, 
lines 33-38), said information input/output system further comprising a data base means for 
controlling the correspondence between the identification information of each target and its 
network address (col. 5, lines 20-22), and said connection means being adapted to connect the 
user terminal and the targets by referring to said data base means for the network address of each 
target corresponding to the identification information (col. 6, lines 35-45). 

17. For claims 9, 26, Emens teaches that said connection means sustains the connection 
between the targets and said user terminal as long as the imaging means is imaging the targets or 
their identification information (col. 5, lines 20-25). 

18. For claims 1 1, 27, Emens teaches that said connection means sustains the connection 
between the targets and said user terminal as long as the targets identified by said identification 
means are displayed on said display screen (Fig. 2G in view of Fig. 2H). 
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19. For claims 12, 28, Emens teaches that said images of the targets taken by said imaging 
means is held on said display screen as long as said connection means sustains the connection 
between the targets and said user terminal (col. 5, lines 20-25). 

20. For claims 14, 29, 30, Emens teaches that said user terminal has a storage means for 
storing the taken images of said targets identified by said identification means, and said 
connection means establishes connection between said user terminal and relevant taken targets in 
response to the display of said image on said display screen (col. 5, lines 20-22). 

21. For claims 18, 33, Emens teaches that said user terminal has a user input means (col. 6, 
line 5; cursor control device), and said application means transfers the user input data input by 
using said user input means as user input data on a computer system, or a target, as long as said 
connection means sustains the connection between the computer system and the user terminal 
(Fig. 3, #314 and #318). 

22. For claims 19, 34, Emens teaches that said application means obtains the data to be 
shown from targets and displays them on the display screen as long as said connection means 
sustains the connection between said targets (Fig. 2H) including said data to be shown and 
updated regularly or irregularly and the user terminal (col. 6, lines 40-60). 

23. For claims 21, 36, 38, 39, Emens teaches that said application means transmits the video 
recording appointment information input at said user terminal to a target, or a video 
recording/reproduction apparatus having a video recording appointment feature so long as said 
connection means sustains the connection between said video recording/reproduction apparatus 
and the user terminal (col. 5, lines 15-20). 
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24. For claims 22, 37, Emens teaches that said application means displays an image of 
operation for controlling remotely controllable targets on the display screen and transmit the user 
operation displayed on the display screen to the targets as long as said connection means sustain 
the connection between the target and the user terminal (col. 6, lines 40-60). 

25. Claims 20 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Emens 
and Kerchner as applied to claims 3 and 23 above, and further in view of Fowler et al. 
(6,714,977). 

26. For claims 20, 35, Emens does not expressly disclose that said application means receives 
alarms from a target, or a device having an alarm feature, and execute said alarm on said user 
terminal as long as said connection means sustains the connection between the target and the 
user terminal. Fowler teaches a method (abstract) of providing remote control of network 
devices (col. 1, line 1 - col. 4, line 51) using imaging systems (col. 7, line 25 - col. 8, line 10) to 
connect and monitor devices (col. 8, lines 10-60), in which alarms execute on a user terminal 
(Fig. 17; col. 8, line 60 - col. 9, line 5). At the time the invention was made, one of ordinary 
skill in the art would have added Fowler alarms to Emens in order to handle device problems 
(col. 3, lines 5-15) and to provide room information to the user (col. 3, lines 20-40). 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. They provide further information on automatically identifying a connection path, i.e. 
based on information transmitted from the target device, and on utilization of imaging means. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin H. Pollack whose telephone number is (571) 272-3887. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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